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Our Country Home

TRR photo by Tom Kane

At her home in Mileses, NY, Lynn 
Elfert takes a moment to enjoy her 
garden from the comfort of her 
Emily Dickinson room.
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The growing popularity 
of creating comfortable spaces 
for residence in the Upper 
Delaware River Valley�stim-
ulated partly by the allure of 
the natural landscape, but also 
by the fact that living here just 
makes business sense in the 
expensive America of today�
made the research for this sec-
tion easy.

But the work was far from 
plain.

Three writers well known to 
readers of The River Reporter 
recount their own experi-
ences working inside and out, 
uncovering the pitfalls of cer-
tain styles of gardening and 
indoor renovation as well as 
describing their successes.

This section also takes a look 
at some local businesses and 
the work of regional contrac-
tors, which can both lead you 
on your way to greater success 
in home and garden.

We know that the individuals 
we interviewed and the writers 
who describe their experiences 
inspired us to assemble another 
special section that honors the 
beauty of this landscape and 
the people who compliment it 
with their craftsmanship and 
handiwork.

In the end, the editors hope 
you Þ nd the writing and pho-
tography in this issue of �Our 
Country Home� entertaining 
and inspiring.

�Charlie Buterbaugh
Section Editor

TRR photos by Charlie Buterbaugh

On the cover are photos of Amy Miller and Peter McGuigan�s guesthouse in 
Cochecton, NY. See story on page 13.
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SPECIALIZING IN MANUFACTURED HOUSING

Brookside
    Homes

AWARD WINNING BUILDER SINCE 1969AWARD WINNING BUILDER SINCE 1969

FAMILY OWNEDFAMILY OWNED

& OPERATED& OPERATED

FOR 3FOR 3

GENERATIONS!GENERATIONS!

Prices Advertised Include:
Delivery to your Property, Set
(Including Crane), Trim & Tax

• Custom Modular Floor Plans
with Hundreds of Options

• New and Used Mobile Homes

• Factory Direct Savings

• Complete Turnkey Packages Available

• Exclusive Home Sites Available

• In-House Finance Department

• Over 30 Models on Display

• 3 Convenient Locations

• Ownership Interest in 2 Factories

• #1 Crest Homes Builder in
the Northeast!

1,560 Sq. Ft.
Ranch

3 BR, 2 Bath
$69,995

3,240 Sq. Ft.
Colonial

4 BR, 2½ Bath
$111,987

1,980 Sq. Ft.
Colonial

3 BR, 2½ Bath
$94,795

2,871 Sq. Ft.
Colonial

4 BR, 2½ Bath
$129,933

394 Route 17B
Monticello, NY 12701

845-794-6689

5499 Route 9W
Newburgh, NY 12542

845-863-0200

Route 17 West
Parksville, NY 12768

845-295-0803

Or Visit Us On The Web:
www.brooksidehomes.com

3,024 Sq. Ft.

All Locations Open
Monday-Friday 9am - 6pm

Saturday 9am-5pm
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SOMERSET

FINE ANTIQUES

33 LOWER MAIN STREET, CALLICOON, NEW YORK 12723

FURNITURE FROM THE AGE OF ELEGANCE

OPEN FRIDAY THROUGH SUNDAY 11AM TO 6PM

TRR photo by Charlie Buterbaugh
Ray Gonsalvez recently opened Gonsalvez Rustic Design on Main Street in Narrowsburg, NY.

a workshop so that people can wit-
ness his process of building and Þ n-
ishing furniture and other pieces.

Having recently lost his wife, Nico-
lina, Gonsalvez said his motivation 
to explore religious themes in his art-
work has undergone resurgence.

He has also taken the opportunity 
to shape the legacy left by Nicolina.

�What was in my heart for her is 
now here,� Gonsalvez said.

�Nicole was very good at creating 
safe, comfortable places.�

Gonsalvez� unique paintings of 
chickens in the new store represent a 
story of his childhood.

When he was 12 years old, he was 
sent from New York City to work on 

a farm in Monticello for three months 
during the summer. It was then that 
he discovered and grew to love the 
Upper Delaware Valley.

He worked full time and became 
attached to the chickens as he fed 
them and played with them. More 
signiÞ cantly, he said, for the Þ rst 
time he became aware of the psy-
chological sophistication of the adult 
farmers he was working for, and so 
the chickens became a symbol of 
cohesiveness, Gonsalvez said.

He has created most of the works 
in the store, though he enjoys help-
ing other self-taught artists com-
monly referred to as outsider artists, 
whose work he plans to display in 

the coming months.
He will also sell art supplies, 

including a particular brand of 
acrylic paints that can be applied 
to any surface, handmade paper 
and kits for silk-screen production, 
which will be taught in the future at 
Gonsalvez Rustic Design.

�We need to get art in children�s 
hands early enough so that they 
become fond of it,� he said.

Seating areas are available for 
people who want to write or just 
relax in a Main Street storefront, and 
Gonsalvez plans to serve seasonal 
teas throughout the year.

For more information call Gon-
salvez at 845/252-7488.

Self-
taught 
rustic 
design

R
By CHARLIE BUTERBAUGH

Ray Gonsalvez has a knack 
for salvaging old pieces others would 
call throwaways and transforming 
them into innovative, useful pieces 
with rustic appeal.

He just Þ nished renovating a space 
beside Nicolina�s Country Place on 
Main Street in Narrowsburg, NY 
where he opened Gonsalvez Rustic 
Design, presenting Þ ne art, custom 
furniture, select rugs and a place to 
relax.

An open portal connects the two 
stores; the new expansion gives the 
country store some breathing room, 
Gonsalvez said.

A distinctive piece he recently cre-
ated is an old door hanging on the 
wall with attached bookshelves, 
designed to Þ t rooms of varying 
heights. Other, sometimes edgy 
pieces that push conceptual limits 
include Gonsalvez� painting on 
wood, of Christ holding The Bible.

�My art is not mainstream. I�m 
mostly self-taught,� Gonsalvez said.

Visitors aware of the self-taught 
craftsman�s reputation for building 
rustic, utilitarian furniture won�t be 
disappointed, and Gonsalvez plans 
to eventually use part of the store as 

ChrisCarpentry
Builders of Fine Homes • Additions

Renovations • Restorations • Roofs and Decks

Chris DuBois
Equinunk, PA • 570-224-2713
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If you don’t like to play in 
the tall grass call...

Servicing Wayne and
Pike Counties, PA and 
Sullivan County, NY

ALL YOUR LAWN CARE NEEDS
LIGHT HAULING

SPRING & FALL CLEAN UP
LAWN MOWING

FREE ESTIMATES

FULLY INSURED

845-557-3313

E-mail:
bigdoglawncare@hotmail.com

BIG ED FITZPATRICK’S
SMALL EXCAVATING, LLC

Septics • Driveways • Grading

Foundation Repairs • Concrete Pads • Drainage

Small Building Demolition • Retaining Walls

TRY THE SMALL GUY, HE’S CHEAPER AND TIDIER

~ Call Ed ~

Home 845-794-5074 • Cell 845-807-7019

Delaware Valley Farm & Garden

• Farm Feeds & Supplies

• Pet Foods & Supplies

• Lawn & Garden Tractors

• Tools, Fertilizers, etc.

• Trees, Shrubs, Ornamentals, 

  Flowers, Vines, Hanging Baskets, 

  Ground Covers & Roses

• Wooden Sheds, Arbors  Trellises

• Lawn Ornaments • Grills 

• Stone Pavers • Decorative Stone

• Practical & Strong Boots & Clothing

Off Rt. 97, 17B  
Callicoon, NY
845-887-5100

Mon. - Thurs. 8-6
Fri. 8-7
 Sat. 8-6 

Sun. 8:30-5

e y w r

Skid Steers • Backhoes • Loaders • Dozers • Landscaping Equipment

Excavators • Power Tools • Masonry Tools • Dump & Utility Trailers

Man & Material Lifts • Plumbing & Heating Tools

Liberty, NY (Across from Liberty Pet Center)

845-292-6338
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

PUT OUR NUMBER IN YOUR PHONE BOOK NOW SO YOU HAVE IT WHEN YOU NEED IT

HOMEOWNER & CONTRACTOR RENTALS

EXCLUSIVE 

DISTRIBUTOR FOR

Get the garden started early this season! 

The perfect place for an avid gardener! 

Potting Bench included.

Get Ready 
for Summer!

GREENHOUSES
AND

100% CEDAR GARDEN 
BUILDINGS

All Around The House
Rt. 17, Exit 109, Glen Wild, NY

1-800-860-0097 • 845-434-0212

www.All-Around-The-House.com

Restoration of Post and Beam Framed Structures

Barns • Homes • Outbuildings

NORTHEAST 

STRUCTURAL
570-253-3082

C&C
Concierge Service 

 & Property Management
Claire Cirino

www.ccpmcs.com
Phone (570) 729-8038

info@ccpmcs.com

No time to relax and just enjoy that home?  
Then call us.  

Whatever it is you want, consider it done.

NO wasting weekends waiting for 

tradesmen, NO constant worry 

about turning something 

off, NO nervous energy 

about coming up 

the first time 

in the spring.

TO DO LIST 

FOR MY 2ND HOME:

• Mow the lawn

• Water the flowers

• Finish planting those trees

• Paint the kitchen

and... Relax?
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The shape of the land defines the garden 
and the gardener

plants to Þ nd their way next to 
each other by self seeding, creating 
moments of pastoral magniÞ cence. 
She and her husband Harold Nichol-
son created the English garden, Siss-
inghurst, and developed the concept 
of �rooms,� like the famous white 
garden.

He was the architect and she chose 
the plants. This method of framing 
and attiring the garden is all there is 
to landscaping.

Well, perhaps there is one more 
component to creating a landscape: 
considering the garden as a macro-
cosm of our spinning world.

Call it chaos theory. The garden 
is not static but ephemeral with 
hundreds of thousands of moments. 
Shapes, light and color constantly 
change, shift, grow and die. There-
fore, a moment is not merely a 
particle of time but the relationship 
between time and space.

Moments are consciously cre-
ated and sometimes accentuated by 
planting in layers.

For instance, when bulbs are Þ n-
ished, they become the �ß oor� for 
other plants to grow through by 
tucking down and around nearby 
trees and shrubs.

Planting cultivars that will toler-
ate shade under a tree and allowing 
ß owering vines to grow up among 
them will evolve into a myriad of 
moments. Vines also can be trained 
to grow up large shrub roses.

Woody plants that ß ower at differ-

TRR photos by Charlie Buterbaugh
The author cultivates have several shade gardens. Her favorite surrounds stone steps built by her husband Bob. They have been cunningly 
combined with tree roots. Some of the plants growing in the shade gardens are polonium, ligularia, shredded umbrella plant, primrose, tiarella 
and toad lily. They are all perfectly hardy here, and the soil has been amended slowly each year with compost to simulate a woodland ß oor.

Vining plants dress arbors, pergolas or stonewalls but need sun and can be invasive. Clematis, 
honeysuckle, trumpet vine, climbing hydrangea, kiwi, grape, akebia, wisteria, silver lace vine, 
hops, batatas and Dutchman�s Pipe are all hardy here.

Continued on page 9

I
By NANNY FONTANELLA

I�ve built three gardens�one 
in my native California, the second 
on the coast of Maine, and my pres-
ent garden, constructed out of rocky, 
clay Sullivan County soil.

The one in Sullivan County has 
been the most difÞ cult to create and 
maintain. The climate here is erratic; 
there are years when the garden sur-
vives into November and years when 
a killing frost hits in August.

One spring came in at the begin-
ning of March, and this year plants 
were frostbitten after Memorial Day.

There are wet spots and dry spots 
in the garden that appear randomly.

Even though mountain nights are 
chilly, the insect predators as well as 
critters that eat everything in sight 
make growing and harvesting difÞ -
cult. But I wouldn�t trade my garden 
for anywhere else. Something magi-
cal lives here along with the weeds 
and rocks, and it comes to light as 
grass or woods gives way to borders, 
gardens, paths and walls.

Landscaping creates the illusion 
of naturalness, which is actually a 
very unnatural art�a cross between 
sculpture and architecture.

Landscape design chips away 
at the terrain to reveal its �true� 
essence, deÞ ning perimeters and 
creating areas that ß ow into each 
other, separated by boundaries like 
a gated wall, an arbor, a hedge or 
ß owing water.

Flat land cries out for formality, 
symmetry and light. Sloping ground 
needs a more casual approach, a 
blending of light and dark, steps 
down into a shade garden, grassy 
paths along water or ß ower borders 
that dance.

A small orchard provides a fusion 
of the practical and the poetic. A 
terraced vegetable patch, each step 
a raised bed allowing the soil to 
breathe, can be bisected by a stone 
path with wild thyme growing 
between the cracks.

In your mind, walk through your 
imagined garden. Stop to touch a 
ß ower or crush an insect. Immerse 
yourself in the drama of a bird fol-
lowing you�hip, hop and then sud-
denly ß ying high up on a branch.

Deep in your consciousness the 
garden has already created itself; a 
fantasy of color, fragrance and sea-
sonal interest.

What is left is the enjoyable task 
of digging, shlepping, pruning and 
planting, pouring over catalogs and 
visiting nurseries, the bare bones 
of your vision, which will become 
clothed in living color.

Vita Sackville-West said the garden 
creates itself if we allow it to happen. 
She believed in the divine accident. 
She pruned only to cut away dead 
branches and enhance the shape a 
plant had given itself. She allowed 
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SunriseSunrise
ElectricElectric

250 Sunrise Avenue250 Sunrise Avenue

Honesdale, PAHonesdale, PA

570-253-4775570-253-4775

Golden

Rule

Lumber

Center

I need a rake, some 
2x4's, a gallon of primer, 
a roll of electrical tape, 

a key to my house and a 
ratchet set. Where am I 
going to get all of these 

things at one place?

AT

DIRLAM BROS. 
LUMBER CO., INC.

Personalized Customer Service

TOOLS • PAINT • LUMBER • HARDWARE

HOUSEWARES • ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

PLUMBING SUPPLIES • RINSE & VAC RENTALS

KEYS MADE • GLIDDEN PAINT

INSTALLED INSULATION SALES

BOOM TRUCK & FORKLIFT SERVICE AVAILABLE

250 Sunrise Avenue • Honesdale, PA • 570-253-3540

5 LOCATIONS!

Narrowsburg LumberNarrowsburg Lumber

Oak Street • Narrowsburg, NY • 845-252-3955Oak Street • Narrowsburg, NY • 845-252-3955

Stone Dock Road • Shohola, PA • 570-559-7511Stone Dock Road • Shohola, PA • 570-559-7511

Route 739 • Lords Valley, PA • 570-775-0598Route 739 • Lords Valley, PA • 570-775-0598

Designer KitchensDesigner Kitchens
Route 6, Honesdale, PA • 570-253-6600Route 6, Honesdale, PA • 570-253-6600

Marharfia
STONE & LANDSCAPING

WE SPECIALIZE IN 
CUSTOM STONE DESIGN

ALL PHASES OF STONE 

MASONRY, LIGHT EXCAVATING, 

DRIVEWAY RESURFACING, LOT 

CLEARING & TREE REMOVAL.

FULLY INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

570-685-1168

LICENSED REAL ESTATE 

BROKERS PA & NY

“In the heart of the 
Delaware River Valley”

Main St. • Box 145
Narrowsburg, NY

845-252-3547845-252-3547

ROLLING FARM VIEWS
4 bedroom country cape w/ wood fl oors, 
blue stone fi replace, full basement, 
garage, 2 level deck.
$159,900

PENN 

YORK
REAL ESTATE

You can now visit us on line at:
www.pennyorkrealestate.com

Dianna Gilbert

Did You Know Renovating Your 
Home Could Cause 

Lead Poisoning?

If you live in or are renovating an older home and have young children, you 

should have them tested for lead poisoning.  Lead can cause learning problems, 

hearing loss, anemia or upset stomach.  Your child may look healthy because the 

effects of lead may not show up for years.  Don’t wait for symptoms.  Call your 

pediatrician to schedule a blood test.  Keep your children healthy.

Public Health • 50 Community Lane • Liberty, NY

845-292-0100 ext. 1

The Public Health Information Line: 845-292-5364

Preferred Homes & Properties
Serving all of Sullivan County when buying or selling a quality home or property.

Diane S. Deutsch, Licensed Real Estate Broker
3995 State Route 52, Youngsville, NY • 845-482-4300 • Fax: 845-482-4433

Email: prefhp@catskill.net • Website: www.preferredhomes.net

FABULOUS 1840’s STONE FARMHOUSE...
...with all its original charm & detail has 
been beautifully renovated w/modern 
conveniences. Kit has complete “green” 
renovation w/handmade custom 
cabinets. FR features stone wall w/ RAIS 
woodstove & beamed cathedral ceilings. 
Wideplank hemlock & butternut floors 
throughout, wide wainscoting in formal 
DR, cozy library, stone walls 30" thick 
and wraparound & rocking chair porches 
overlooking stunning long range views. 
There is also a working barn w/ hayloft 
& storage, carriage house, ice house 
& various outbuildings all adding to the 
charm of this fabulous property. There is 
also a wonderful heated studio & 2-car 
garage. Truly a one-of-a-kind property. 

$539,900

CUTE 1 BEDROOM COTTAGE...
...in seasonal co-op community. 
Private lake, pool, playground, near 
golf, etc. Open May thru October. 
Give-away price. $29,900

SOLID BEAUTIFUL BRICK...
...ranch in convenient location set 
up as mother/daughter (sep. apt. 
LR, EIK, 2BR, bath), could easily be 
converted to one. HW & bluestone 
flrs, frosted, etched & stained glass, 
French & pocket doors, sensor 
lights, metal roof, lrg. encl. patio, 
playhouse. Also a great location for 
home business. Reduced for quick 

sale. $179,900

ADULT HOME...

...until recently, could also be small 

resort, family compound or B&B. 

6,167 sf, total 22 BRs, Commercial 

stove, new roof, siding and furnace, 

all on 4.8 private acres w/ additional 

7 acres available. $279,000

CHARMING 1890’s 

FARMHOUSE
Take in the view from the rocking 
chair porch. Wide plank floors, 2 
woodstoves, new furnace. Great 
year-round getaway. 3 miles from 
future Performing Arts Center in 
Bethel. Additional acreage will 
become available. $205,000

BEAUTIFUL 4 ACRE...
...parcel w/ spectacular view & 
waterview all ready for your dream 
home. There exists (2) 1000 gal. 
septic tanks, drilled well & 2-story, 
2-car garage. What a deal! $75,900

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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ent times of the season frame peren-
nials and annuals, which do the 
same. A small pond, even a bucket 
that holds water, can also be a home 
for water lilies and frogs.

The landscape is never Þ nished. A 
tree will grow up and create shade 
where there was once just sun. 
Plants will die from disease or bad 
winters. The decision to add a water 
feature, a new shade garden or a 
patio alters movement through the 
garden. As the garden ages, so do 
we. The tasks we took for granted 
10 years ago are more difÞ cult now.

Suddenly, even a small space 
seems overwhelming, but the 
garden changes, adapting to human 
needs.

When we built our garden, there 
were three acres of grass sloping 
down to a seasonal stream. Some 
old locust trees that had volunteered 

were allowed to just hang around, 
and several large areas were taken 
over by brambles.

Initially, we put in most of the 
planted areas facing the road 
because of the sun, but now that 
the development down the road 
has created incessant, noisy trafÞ c, 
we spend more time in the back and 
have cleared the brambles and built 
more extensive shade gardens.

The landscape is sometimes clut-
tered and covered by the constant 
battle with bramble and weed. In 
the spring, intruders like grass, dan-
delion, jewelweed and dock literally 
pop up overnight, so unless you 
have a team of gardeners, perfec-
tion in the landscape will be like the 
brass ring on the carousel�forever 
sought after but rarely attained.

Ornamentals can be combined with fruits and vegetables. Strawberries, low growing blueber-
ries are used as ground covers.  Every inch is covered between areas of bare earth. Mulch is a 
triß e industrial and encourages slugs.

The shape of the land defines the garden and the gardener
Continued from page 7

Photo left: This rock garden is perched atop a small hill in bright sun, awash with color 
and the fragrance of roses, conifers, heath, heather, blue ß ax, lavender, ruta, strawberry, 
lipstick, all kinds of dianthus, dahlias, balsam, boulders and mounds of small rocks. It�s 
close to the sunny end of the garden, and at its back is a raspberry patch, a Paul musk rose 
and two young chestnut trees that behave like sentinels at the fence.

MACIEJEWSKIMACIEJEWSKI

Landsca
ping

Landsca
ping

Jason Maciejewski

Sole Proprietor

Specializing in new home, lawn Specializing in new home, lawn 

installation, tree planting, drainage, installation, tree planting, drainage, 

retaining walls, patios and walkways.retaining walls, patios and walkways.

1-570-224-64051-570-224-6405
RD #1, Box 221 • Damascus, PARD #1, Box 221 • Damascus, PA

We’ll do it for you.  We’ll do it for you.  

Don’t strain and sprain.  Don’t strain and sprain.  

This is our job, not a pain.This is our job, not a pain.

VOTED RIVER REPORTER’S 
BEST LANDSCAPER 2003

BUCK MOORHEAD, ARCHITECT
Residential • Commercial

Sustainable Design • Renovations

New Construction • Land Planning

Callicoon, NY • 212-343-2735

buck@buckmoorheadarchitect.com

Michael Parker
Custom Carpentry

Specializing in
Remodeling • Finished Basements • Additions

Custom Decks • Replacement Windows & Doors • Trim

Shohola, PA

570-559-7583
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O’Toole’s
Harley-Davidson

for the biker   in  your  life

Full leather boutique,
complete line of parts and accessories.

Customizing... our specialty for the serious
motorcycle enthusiast.

Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro, NY
845 - 888 - 2426

Raw, Rugged Power
...that’s Kubota

Kubota’s B2910 Premier ‘Plus’ compact 

tractor features increased horsepower (22 

PTO HP), heavy-duty construction and easy 

operation for nursery work, light construc-

tions and farm chores. Powered by a quiet-

and-clean Kubota E-TVCS diesel engine, the 

B2910 Premier ‘Plus’ features deluxe cruise 

control, high-performance power steering and increased hydraulic power.

The B2910 has an adjustable deluxe seat and a backlit instrument panel for easy day/night moni-

toring. Three-speed ranges, a dual pump hydraulic system and rear and mid PTO are standard.

A powerful Category I, 3-point hitch handles a variety of performance-matched implements. For 

greater lift capacity, the performance-matched LA402 loader is easy to operate and is compatible 

with either 60" or 72" mid-mount mower.

For a rugged, powerful tractor that works as hard as you do, see the Kubota B2910.

MARSHALL MACHINERY INC. Route 652 • Honesdale, PA • 570-729-7117

FOSTERDALE EQUIPMENT CORP.
3137 Rt. 17B • Fosterdale, NY

845-932-8611

Ultimate Power Tool

GET      ONE ON US!GET      ONE ON US!

MEMBER FDIC

www.thedimebank.com

Receive a 1% Discount 

on Your Next 

Personal Loan.

  Hurry and take advantage of
The Dime Bank’s already

low loan rates, plus an
additional 1% discount!
Discount applies to new

and used vehicles, boats, RVs,
ATVs, motorcycles, appliances,
computers and personal loans.

*$2,5000 new money required. Financing based on approved credit. Limited Time Only. Borrower must have or 
open a Dime Bank Checking Account to qualify for this offer. 

Honesdale - 253-1970

Hawley - 226-3506

Damascus - 224-6300

Greentown - 676-8390

1-888-4MY-DIME

Offer valid 5/1/04 – 7/31/04 at participating Polaris dealers and subject to product availability. Finance offer valid subject to credit approval on the Polaris StarCard credit card on qualified consumer purchases financed 

during the promotion period. Maximum finance amount $10,000. The promotional fixed Annual percentage rate (”APR”) of 5% and reduced minimum monthly payment of $50 of the purchase amount (rounded to 

the next higher dollar) are effective from the date of purchase and continuing for a period of 24 months. Thereafter, the APR and minimum monthly payment applicable to this purchase will increase to the minimum 

monthly payment specified in the Cardholder Agreement and the Standard APR of 17.9%. For Accounts not kept current, the Default APR of 21.9% will be applied to all balances. This promotion is available only 

at participating dealers. Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments and finance charges on your promotion purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Polaris StarCard. Call 1-888-367-4310 or 

review your cardholder agreement for information. This promotion is available only at participating dealers. Ad model example: All-Terrain Pickup, 

MSRP $6,999 plus $160 freight charge. Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Always wear a helmet and be sure to take a training course. 

For safety and training information, see your Polaris dealer or call 1-800-342-3764.  ©2004 Polaris Sales Inc.  

ANNIVERSARY
SPECIAL

SPORTSMAN FAMILY
• World's fi rst 4x4 EFI

• PVT automatic transmission

• Shift-On-The-Fly, On Demand All-Wheel Drive

• Industry leading independent rear suspension

BILL CASE SALES & SERVICE
Welcome Lake, PA • RD1, Beach Lake, PA • 570-729-7402 • www.billcase.com

GLACIER PLOW
MAKE SHORT WORK

OUT OF EVERYTHING

TH
E
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Magnificent 
Sullivan County, NY Estate

30 minutes to Sullivan’s first RACINO
29,000 sq. ft. on 33 private acres,

18 bedrooms, 20 baths, 6-car garage.
For additional details go to: www.realty2.com

Grand foyer,

double staircase

w/center fountain

Priced at 2.5 million

18x36 Heated Indoor Pool

24x24 Game Room

2 Spring-fed Ponds, Area for Horses

2-Family Guest House

Baseball field, Basketball court

Handball court, 2 Large workshops

additional pictures: www.realty2.com

Barryville Realty845-557-6677
800-REALTY2

(800-732-5892)

You’re leading in Industry 

because you are taking 

avantage of technology, 

so why build your house 

the old-fashion way?

Take Advantage of 

Technology 

Call Shorten Homes 

ask for the 

DESIGNER GROUP

1-800-458-0249 EXT. 112
“Living High with Low Prices”

SHORTEN 

HOMES
1110 Scranton-Carbondale Hwy.

Scranton, PA 18508
www.shortenhomes.com
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www.LaTiendaUSA.com

LIGHTING, FURNITURE 
HOME ACCESSORIES

1-570-409-0190
1-866-409-0710

Old Lumberyard Shops, Milford, PA

Handcrafted & Custom Designed 
by Master Artisans 

of Metalwork & Mahogany

La Tienda

The Furniture Find
has found exciting new collections and new styles of furniture for you.

We offer the finest selection of country and traditional furniture at affordable prices.

Visit us. Linda and Janice will make your decorating task an enjoyable one. 

Nestled in the quaint town of Milford. Come and enjoy the day.

888-296-6099 • 570-296-6099
321 Water Street • Milford, PA

Also visit our Dream Center located 

@ Apple Valley Village • Rt. 6 & 209 • Milford, PA

Make your home in the country 

a well decorated one

Carpet • Tile 
Vinyl • Laminate

Family Owned and Operated

85 Years of Service

The owners install the products they sell.
Ted, Brenda, Allen and Vicki Blair

145 Jersey Avenue • Port Jervis, NY
845-856-5723

VOTED VOTED 
BESTBEST

FLOOR FLOOR 
COVERING COVERING 

STORESTORE
5 YEARS 5 YEARS 

RUNNINGRUNNING

C
CB

CATSKILL CATSKILL 
CUSTOM FLOORS

C O V E R I N G  T H E  C A T S K I L L S

CARPET • VINYL • WOOD • CERAMIC • LAMINATES

SALES • SERVICE • REPAIRS

FREE ESTIMATES
— Family owned and operated with over 50 years combined experience —

ROUTE 52 • YOUNGSVILLE, NY

845-482-3988
e y r

Village 
Candles 
Available

Geba 
Realty

845-856-6629
www.gebarealty.com

Serving your 
Real Estate 

needs in NY, NJ 
and NOW in 
PA! Please call 
us to list your 

PA home!

Riverfront Cape Cod!
This great RIVERFRONT home offers a beautiful 
windowed sunroom, floor to ceiling stone fireplace, LR, 
DR, country kitchen, 3 bdrms, 2 baths, detached garage 
and spectacular Neversink Riverfrontage. Private & 
secluded.. $279,000

Wonderful 1930’s Cottage!
This lovingly maintained country home offers LR, EIK, 
3 bedrooms, bath, enclosed porch, 2 car garage and 
more on a great 3 acre parcel! Just a short distance 
from wonderful Highland Lake! Enjoy everything the 
country has to offer! Nice price! $159,000

Glen Spey Ranch! 
This spacious ranch home offers LR, DR, kitchen, 
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, full finished basement, wrap 
around deck, garden,shed and much more!  Close to 
schools, shopping, area lakes and the Delaware river 
too!  $199,900

Nice Starter Home!
This ranch home offers LR, DR, kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 2 
baths, partially finished basement and more on a great 
level parcel. Home needs some TLC and landscaping 
but could be a great place to hang your hat! 
Affordable!  $129,900
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Simple barn becomes a charming 
guesthouse

TRR photos by Charlie Buterbaugh

A
By CHARLIE BUTERBAUGH

Amy Miller and Peter 
McGuigan of Cochecton, NY have 
taken a simple barn shell with a loft 
above some old boards and trans-
formed it into a two-story guest-
house capable of hosting at least six 
people.

The style of the renovated building 
employs some popular farmhouse 
trends, though personal touches are 
noticeable throughout the intimate, 
yet private living space.

Contractor Robert Laarmann, also 
of Cochecton, laid bluestone ß oors 
over radiant tubing on the Þ rst ß oor, 
which he said produces an efÞ cient 
system since the stone will retain 
heat.

Bluestone is most often used for 
patios and walkways, but by bring-
ing it indoors, the Millers were able 
to create a rustic appearance to com-
plement their antique hardwood fur-
niture and simple seating area oppo-
site the kitchen.

Contrasting sections of charcoal 
and white bead-board wainscoting 
prevent the Þ rst ß oor from feeling 
smaller than it should.

Laarmann installed large, glass 
French doors to allow ample day-
light into the kitchen, where bright 

French bowls color the shelves 
above a simple, yet adequate cook-
ing space.

A bright staircase leads upstairs, 
where Laarmann used pre-Þ nished 
oak for ß ooring. He put three dor-
mers with awning windows in one 
side of the second ß oor.

Two bedrooms, each with its own 
ceramic tile bathroom and shower, 

provide guests with the privacy one 
would expect to be afforded in the 
country.

Peter built window boxes, now 
home to bright geraniums that draw 
the eye outside.

To increase the longevity of the 
building, after removing the old 
shingles, Laarmann attached a metal 
roof with no visible screws except 

on the eaves. The roof is a little more 
expensive and time-consuming to 
install than a standard metal roof, 
but the contractor said the chances of 
a leak are greatly reduced.

Miller and McGuigan are currently 
working with the town to obtain a 
CertiÞ cate of Occupancy.
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What Are You Breathing?

In today’s airtight homes, indoor air quality is a growing concern. Most household dust contains dust mites, 

mold, mildew, pollen and animal dander. Many of these contaminants are circulated through the central air 

systems in most homes and can aggravate the symptoms of asthma and allergies. 

How can these contaminants be removed from your air duct system?

Narrowsburg MechanicalNarrowsburg Mechanical

Too Hot in One Room,
Too Cold in Another?
Get Into a New Comfort Zone.
You wouldn’t use one switch to control 
all your lights, or one faucet to control 
all your water. So why use a single 
thermostat to control the temperature?

A Honeywell Zoning System allows 
for total comfort by using multiple
thermostats to control temperature in 
different areas or rooms of your home. 
If used as directed, zoning can also 
save up to 30% on your energy bills 
by only heating/cooling the areas 
that need it. 

Get added comfort and energy 
savings with Honeywell Zoning.

Call today!

EnviraZoneTM Panel

T8600
Thermostat

The American Lung Association® and its Health
House® program do not endorse products.

Visit the Honeywell website 

www.honeywell.com/yourhome

and fi nd energy savings and 

indoor air quality products you 

need and depend on. 

Installing a new furnace 
yourself?

After cleaning your air duct system 

Narrowsburg Mechanical 

can fabricate the sheet metal you need, 

remove the old furnace and take it away, 

so you can install the new one yourself 

and save money $$$$.

VisionPro 8000
Available now! 

The easiest to use 
thermostat ever. 

No owner’s manual needed. 

Call Narrowsburg Mechanical today!

NEW

Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc.
Keeping your home cleaner, healthier and more effi cient

5657 State Route 97 Narrowsburg, NY

845-252-6735  •  1-866-788-4914
Serving the Upper  Delaware River  Val ley

e     y     w      r

Then Call Narrowsburg Mechanical!

Narrowsburg Mechanical, Inc.

Narrowsburg Mechanical 

Narrowsburg Mechanical
Narrowsburg Mechanical
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Selling Your Home?
Looking for a

Special Place in the Country?

KLIMCHOK REAL ESTATE
Serving the Upper Delaware River Area

(New York & Pennsylvania)
for over 40 years

"Professionalism with Heart"

Visit our website: www.klimchok.com or stop by...
across from the Train Station in Callicoon... the little red building 

by the railroad tracks. Call us at 845-887-4444.

Braverman
Custom Cabinets

and Interiors

Kitchens

Libraries

Built-in Units

Vanities

Custom Windows & Doors

Stone Counter Tops

570-729-0000

Design and value 
central to 
La Shed Du Fred

TRR photo by Charlie Buterbaugh
A. A. El-Kammass

And without the overhead expenses 
of urban boutiques�which compel 
city retailers to expect 100 percent 
proÞ t on each item�Kammass and 
Weiss are free to sell goods at prices 
comparable to large, national stores.

Many of Kammass� handmade 
pieces of furniture make use of 
weathered barn wood. His practical, 
one-of-a-kind beds often incorporate 
stairway spindles or window shut-
ters, celebrating the original purpose 
of the materials.

The partners wanted to depart 
from the trend of selling antiques 
in the country, and yet La Shed Du 
Fred�s collection of one-of-a-kind 
natural furniture creates an impres-
sion similar to an antique store.

�We offer the antiques for tomor-
row,� Weiss said. �The pieces aren�t 
old, but they already have value.�

With his work, Kammass said 
he aims to elicit the same response 
people often have when they look 
at their parents� old pieces of hard-
wood furniture.

�At some point, a young man will 
say to himself, �my father had a great 
eye�,� Kammass said. Recreating that 
moment for his clients is one of his 
objectives as a craftsman.

I
By CHARLIE BUTERBAUGH

In their own quiet way, Michelle 
Weiss and A. A. El-Kammass have 
managed to debunk any circulating 
myths about the shortage of creative 
design in New York City�s freethink-
ing cousin, the Upper Delaware 
River Valley.

From the initial, sometimes slow-
going decisions of interior design 
to the Þ nishing touches of furniture 
and accessory selection, their store, 
La Shed Du Fred, in Callicoon, NY, 
specializes in the stuff of country 
homes.

The Lower Main Street business 
features custom hutches, wine cabi-
nets, tables, chairs, beds and other 
furniture handmade by Kammass.

Colorful displays offer Italian 
organic fabrics, and Weiss can outÞ t 
an entire home with customized 
linens. Machine-washable, organic 
cotton clothes and loungewear, all 
made in the U.S., hang on a nearby 
rack.

Glassware, dining accessories, bed-
ding, books, soaps, lead-free candles, 
body care products and decorative 
items dress the shelves.

Weiss says her retail interests 
include �everything someone needs 
in a country home.�

He built the shelves, ß oors and just 
about everything in the store.

La Shed Du Fred celebrated its 
two-year anniversary June 9, and the 
partners are nearly Þ nished building 
a bookstore that overlooks the Calli-
coon Creek Park.

While Weiss has always carried 
books, the new section of the store 
will feature The New York Times� 
current bestsellers, a collection of 
lifestyle books, including texts on 
home design and cooking, and sta-
tionary and watercolor kits.

Visitors will be able to look through 
books on couches and easy chairs, and 
complimentary tea will be available.

Gizmo�s Place, an entire wing 
attached to the bookstore, is devoted 
to children�s books. Weiss said she 
considered each story when she 

was making selections. Some of her 
favorites include books by Vera B. 
Williams who has a country home in 
Narrowsburg.

In a gesture of gratitude to the 
people of Callicoon, Weiss donated 
10 percent of the proÞ ts she made 
selling books in May to the Dela-
ware Youth Center, and 10 percent 
of her gross sales generated during 
the weekend of the Callicoon Tractor 
Parade to the Callicoon Fire Depart-
ment.

She also donates 100 percent of 
the gross proÞ t earned from selling 
local author Joe Freda�s novel, �The 
Patience of Rivers,� to the Delaware 
Youth Center.

La Shed Du Fred is located at 39 
Lower Main Street. For more infor-
mation call 845/887-6888.
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Gold C Realty

HONESDALE OFFICE
100 4th Street • Honesdale, PA 18431

Tel: 570-253-5302

WEB: www.goldcrealty.com

TYLER HILL OFFICE
Route 371 • Tyler Hill, PA 18469

Tel: 570-224-7653

WEB: www.thpagoldc.com

OWN YOUR TROUT BROOK
$337,000

Minutes to the Delaware, this modern beauty is on a very 
private road, with fishing in the back yard. All upgraded 

features, and a perfect get-away.

HILLSIDE BEAUTY

$370,000

4 bedrooms, 2 baths, all modern and in excellent shape, 

views, totally private, simply decadent master suite and 

bath, just gorgeous!

DELAWARE RIVER & 72 AC

$299,000

Magnificent River view from this parcel. Minutes to 

Hancock, NY, this wooded parcel is simply a hunter’s 

paradise!

ROLLING HILLS

$229,900

3 Bedroom 2 bath, excellent Shorten Home. Every 

appointment you would ever want in a home plus 3 level 

deck. Just marvelous!

IN TOWN COLONIAL 
 $159,900 

5-6 Bedrooms, lovely high ceilings, bright kitchen, lovely 
corner lot, close to schools, all services, all appliances, 

furniture nego! A great deal!

IMMACULATE CAPE

$125,500

Tasteful home, wood floors, early trim, lovely floor plan, 

private back yard, close to all conveniences and the 

Delaware. Wonderful home and priced right!

BRING THE HORSES

$369,000

15 acres with barns, arenas, 4 bedrooms, gourmet 

kitchen, and only 4 miles to the Delaware, this home is 

stately, original and wants you!

LAKE RIGHTS / LAKEFRONTS / VIEW LOTS
1. Fawn Lake building lot, walk to lake, all amenities: $12,900 #4984

2. Paupack Lake Est Lot, lake rights, amenities: $9,000 #4972

3. Tanglewood Lot, lake rights, amenities: $23,500 #4998

4. Duck Harbor Lots: 5 AC + avail, lake rights, abuts gamelands, $65K-$67

5. Beaver Lake Est lot, 3.88 AC, wooded/open, lake rights $69,000 #2608

6. Fallsdale mountain top, 5 AC, all views, $79,500 #4956 offers welcomed

7. Woodledge Lake double lot, 1 AC, lakefront! $99,500 #4995

HANDCRAFTED LOG ESTATE 

$850,000 
21 acres of privacy comes with this 3400 sf home, with meticulous 

handcrafted logs that inspire everyone who comes in. 3 

bedrooms, 3 baths, ultra modern kitchen, enormous basement rec 

room, master bedroom balcony with stunning views, guest cabin, 

large barn, oversized garage with 2nd floor, perfect for horses, 

snow mobiles, and paradise of wildlife and nature.

BEACHLAKE VILLAGE CHARMER 

$185,000 

Unique design, tastefully appointed with nooks and lofts 

gallore! This architectural marvel will keep you guessing 

which room you’ll love the most. Beautiful fireplace, large 

deck, covered porch, patios, pond, 1 acre, walk to village, 

with 3 bedrooms and 2 baths, also boasts 2 car garage 

with more loft for studio! Very Cool!

54 ACRE ESTATE 

$790,000 
Private estate or fantastic Resort, this property offers a 6 

bedroom main estate house, several lovely cottages for summer 

rentals, huge barns, smoke house, fishing club, 30 acre boating 

lake, wide waterfall surrounded with stone patios, orchard, and so 

close to Honesdale, you could walk. This opportunity comes only 

once in a life time!

PENNSYLVANIA DUTCH TREAT 

$169,000 
Amazingly large home, with 3 huge bedrooms, a large sitting area, large 

kitchen, formal dining, supersized livingroom, family room w/woodstove, 

back foyer, front deck with awning, 1 acre of private, secluded land, with a 

super bonus of a 2 car garage, with it’s own elec, heating and septic, with a 

wonderful apartment above. This property is just not found anywhere else. 

Bring the guests, mom, or enjoy the extra income potential from this lovely 

apartment. Don’t miss this wonderful chance to own a great home with 

income potential!

PILOT’S WANTED 

$269,500 
Who’s flying this Cherry Ridge Airpark Home? A beautiful, large 

ranch home, with extra accommodations to double as mother-

daughter or pilot to co-pilot gem. 4 large bedrooms 3 baths, large 

kitchen, family and living rooms...Plane kept in airport hanger 

or taxi to your driveway. A wonderful home and facility for the 

aviation minded!

AMAZING PARCEL W/LOG HOME 

$499,900 

This property is too wonderful to describe, large pond, 

year-round stream, upper fields, woods w/trails, a 

Vermont Log home with 3 bedrooms and 2 baths, waiting 

for you to enjoy. 1.5 miles to quaint town, 6 miles to Rt 84, 

certainly the best buy in Pennsylvania today!

ELEGANT COUNTRY RANCH 

$229,000 

A 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath beauty, new kitchen, sunroom, 

stone fireplace, beautiful views, simply move right in. 

Close to gamelands and the Delaware River, this property 

is nestled in the heart of the agricultural belt and with 6.75 

acres, could have a horse or pony of your own! Truly a 

lovely home. Call today. Shown by appointment.

IN TOWN GEM 

$225,000 

True Queen Anne! Lovely features throughout homes, 

many improvements, new mechanicals, this 3 bedroom, 

1.5 bath home offers a cozy fireplae with early mantle, 

stately trim for the period, kneewalls, lovely moldings, 

truly a lovely lady in waiting. But don’t wait too long to 

call, or you may miss this historic in-town beauty.

SWEET SERENITY 

$435,000 

PROSE: A most unique pine & cedar home, with 2,300 

sf of living with ceiling to floor windows in Livingroom, 3 

bedroom & 3 baths, wraparaound deck, seclusion, on 

3.65 acres. Simply beautiful, and brand new....call today!
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Master Gardener reveals her secrets

TRR photos by Tom Kane
Gardener Lynn Elfert contemplates her garden from her �Emily Dickinson room.�

much sun.
�What the plant wants is the most 

important thing you need to know,� 
she said.

Elfert spoke about the mythology 
of certain plants and their histories.

�Lambs� ears, which is called 

Advice to the new or 
inexperienced gardener

�Pick a spot on your property that you can see all the time,� she 
said. �Putting your garden way over there is dumb.�

To start, pick plants that aren�t fussy.
Plant day lilies, fox gloves, also called digitalis, phlox, dam�s 

rockets, primroses, pulmonaria or lungwort. These make easy 
beginnings.

�Stick to perennials,� she said. �It�s nice to plant an annual here 
and there for color, but my mainstay is perennials.� 

Get to know soils.
�You need to get a good book that speaks about these things 

when you�re Þ rst starting out,� she said.
Elfert recommends �Taylor�s Guide to Gardening Techniques,� 

published my Houghton Mifß in.
�I think it�s still in print.�
If you can�t Þ nd a good book, get to know a good gardener who 

knows the land around you.
�Don�t ask them to design your garden. That�s yours to do,� she 

said.
There are books called �bloom charts� that tell when certain 

ß owers bloom.
�I have known people who say, �after June my garden disap-

pears�. That�s their fault. It doesn�t have to be that way.�
�I rarely buy a plant or seeds,� she said. �I visit other gardeners 

and swap some seeds. I have even visited the garden of a gar-
dener who died before the garden goes to seed. The family usually 
likes that.�

Sitting inside, in her �Emily 
Dickinson room,� with a view of 
her garden, Elfert sits in contem-
plation of what she has created 
and, what�s more important, what 
she will create.

She has little benches through-
out the garden itself for additional 
thought and observation.

�Sitting in your garden is impor-
tant,� she said. 

You even have to study it, she 
added.

�Some plants like dark, others 
like light, others like wet and still 
others like dry,� she said. �You 

have to know what a particular 
ß ower likes best.�

Plants have certain demands. 
�When those demands are met, they 
ß ourish,� she said.

By observation, she learned, for 
example, that Japanese primroses 
like it black, dark and wet�not too 

Continued on page 19

 Elfert Þ nds her garden, which she calls her �church,� a source of wonder.

L
By TOM KANE

Lynn Elfert has attracted gar-
deners and potential gardeners from 
far and wide.

I have visited the garden numer-
ous times over the years, but until 
now, I never knew her secret.

Why do so many people visit her 
to swap seeds, take shoots and show 
off a star rose or two?

Elfert is not just a master gardener. 
She is a mystic gardener.

�My garden is my church. It�s my 
dreamscape,� she said. A woman vis-
itor from the �Course in Miracles,� a 
spiritual development program, told 
her that she was competing with 
God with such a beautiful garden.

�I told her, no, I was collaborat-
ing with God,� Elfert said. �Nature 
makes the weeds; God makes the 
ß owers.�

To Lynn, the garden is a never-
ending source of wonder. �Every 
morning I awake after the Þ rst bird 
song and step into awe and wonder. 
The forms, the variety, the complex-
ity! And it happens every morning in 
sun or fog,� she said.

Something else happens that may 
be harder to grasp.

�There�s a kind of energy exchange 
that I experience. I put a great deal of 
energy into the ß owers and plants 
and they in turn give a greater deal 
of energy to me.�

It took several years for Elfert to 
become aware of the real energy that 
was being exchanged.

�It doesn�t happen to those who 
hire a gardener,� she said with a 
chuckle.

She recalled a Persian myth about 
a group of men looking for water 
in the desert. They kept digging in 
many places, but to no avail.

�One man kept digging in the 
same place over and over. They 
thought he was mad until he struck 
water,� she said.



18 � OUR COUNTRY HOME � SUMMER 2004 The River Reporter

Building with purpose

TRR photo by Charlie Buterbaugh
DuBois completed interior and exterior work on an addition to Kurt and Gardie Muller�s river-
front home in Equinunk. The addition begins to the right of the high gable.

W
By CHARLIE BUTERBAUGH

When Chris DuBois is 
able to stand back and witness a suc-
cessful marriage between past and 
present craftsmanship, he is in his 
moment of glory.

�An addition shouldn�t just be util-
itarian. It should Þ t and stay true to 
the tradition of the house,� DuBois 
recently said at a construction site in 
Hancock, NY.

His philosophy might not sound 
altogether contra-current in the com-
pany of most builders, but the Upper 
Delaware Valley, with its many elder 
houses in town and country, presents 
a considerable challenge for someone 
with DuBois� standard for historical 
refashioning.

The up-and-coming contractor 
is currently restoring a large turn-
of-the-century home on West Main 
Street in Hancock, NY and build-
ing an addition that will double the 
width of the original structure. Archi-
tect Elizabeth Davidson of Hale Eddy, 
NY designed the project, and realtor 
Joseph Klimchok is planning to use 
the Þ rst ß oor of the Þ nished building 
as a new ofÞ ce and the second ß oor as 
an apartment.

With help from three or four of his 
hired craftsmen, DuBois will complete 
all of the work from foundation to trim, 
recreating historical moldings and 
adding details that Þ t the prototype.

DuBois prefers dirtying his own 
hands to dolling out assignments. 
Sometimes, when he�s planning a 

project, his wife, Katie, has to step in 
and draw the line, curbing DuBois� 
seemingly endless appetite for per-
fection.

Katie and Chris both grew up in the 
river valley. After college, she moved 
to New York City for work, and he 
lived in Holland and Switzerland and 
spent some time in Egypt.

But a few years ago, they decided 
to start a business and buy a house in 
Chris�s hometown, Equinunk, where 
as a young teenager he helped his 
father build the family�s home.

In the house he now owns, DuBois 
built cherry kitchen cabinets, uncov-
ered and restored the wide-plank 
ß oors, and matched new hardwood 
columns, window trim and wainscot-
ing with the original elements of the 
house.

One of his Þ rst projects as a profes-
sional craftsman involved completing 
the interior and exterior of an addi-
tion on Kurt and Gardie Muller�s riv-
erfront home in Equinunk (pictured 
above). Indistinguishable in form and 
style from the original building, the 
addition is a Þ ne example of DuBois� 
ability to marry old and new forms.

With major renovations in Damas-
cus Township and a new home at 
Summerset Lake under his belt, 
DuBois wants mainly to contract 
addition projects.

Yet he�s also making strides on 
another local front. He recently bought 
96 acres just a few miles southwest of 

Equinunk, where he plans to build 
homes that complement the natural 
landscape.

Surprised?
In addition to the lengthy stone-

walls that once divided the property, 
the land is loaded with Þ eldstone, 
piled neatly by early farmers. DuBois 
plans to use the piled stones to build 
two-story houses, also designed by 
Davidson, who has worked full time 
in the region for about eight years.

Modeled from the studio Davidson 
built by the railroad between Han-
cock and Deposit, NY, the four-wall 
stone houses will be reasonably sized 
and efÞ cient.

�Every corner is designed to save 
space, yet the building feels very spa-
cious,� Davidson said.

�Chris is going to bring progressive 
trends of building into this area. These 
aren�t builder-type homes. They�re 
homes that Þ t the area,� she said.

Working against the drive to make 
top dollar on land development by 

dividing and packing homes densely 
into the landscape could only come 
from conviction.

�When I build houses, I want to 
keep the land beautiful,� DuBois 
said.

Without a doubt, his building style 
would fall under the obvious trendy 
label, �building green,� but the 
phrase fails to describe DuBois� work 
adequately.

He plans to take natural, scenic and 
historic areas of the parcel and sepa-
rate them from the land intended for 
sale and development.

And to content his love for early 
builders who constructed homes 
with purpose, he plans to implement 
a unique, efÞ cient method of tilt-up 
wall construction, which involves 
lifting massive stone walls�that are 
built on a ß at surface�into place.

To contact Chris DuBois call 
570/224-2713. Elizabeth Davidson 
Architect can be reached at 607/467-
4626.

www.pikecountybuilders.com

570-296-5589

SUPERIOR QUALITY

With Low Interest Rates... You Can Qualify
For A More Luxurious Home!

Options: Jacuzzi in bathroom • Fireplace • Turned oak staircase, ceramic and wood fl oors

Now You Can Afford These And Many More Options!
Every dollar you save on interest rates can be converted into more options and

upgrades to create the luxurious home you’ve always dreamed of owning.

Visit our model and work with the experts. We’ll show you how you can build

a bigger, more comfortable home by taking advantage of today’s low rates.

“QUALITY WILL BE REMEMBERED... PRICE WILL BE FORGOTTEN”

Quality Crafted Homes
Owner/Offi ce Manager: Debbie

(845) 252-7301 • Fax (845) 252-3544
325 County Road 25 • Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Authorized Builder
2-10

Home Buyers

Warranty®

TENBUSTENBUS
CONSTRUCTION
“WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME.”

Building a Better Home

���

Specializing in
Custom Built Homes

We offer quality 

construction that you 

will be proud of. 

Terry Tenbus

99 Parker Road

Narrowsburg, NY

845-252-3500
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Deer watch
Elfert has some experienced advice about 

deer.
�I lay out chicken wire ß at on the ground 

surrounding my garden,� she said. �For 
some reason the deer don�t like to put their 
hoofs on it. They get stuck in the holes and 

they move away quickly. It works.�
Deer don�t like to eat anything gray, she 

said.
�They dislike artemesia, lichtis coronaria, 

lamb�s ears, digitalis, monk�s hood, yar-
rows and castor beans.�

A garden is a constant source of 
wonder�even in the winter when you plan 
for next year.

�Gardening never ends,� Elfert said.

Stachys Byzantium, is a healing plant 
and was used in one of our wars�
perhaps it was the Revolution or the 
Civil War�as a styptic to stem the 
ß ow of blood,� she said. �The army 
carried it and would place it on a 
bleeding wound.�

So, some plants were cultivated for 
a reason other than beauty.

By design, Lynn arranges to have a 
profusion of color every two weeks.

�You can have ß owers and plants 
in bloom all through the summer if 
you plan it right,� she said.

Master Gardener reveals her secret
Continued from page 17

Bill Laraia, Vice President 

First Hallmark Mortgage

“The Delaware River Valley’s 
Home Financing Specialist”

• 24-Hour approvals
• Purchases
• Refinancing
• Debt consolidation

• All credit types considered
• 100% Financing
• Low fixed rates
• Immediate cash

Contact us toll free:

1-877-662-5007

Direct Extension 254

blaraia@firsthallmark.com

Licensed mortgage bankers NY, NJ, PA, MD and FL. Department of banking.
www.fi rsthallmark.com

Protect Your Home
It’s your biggest investment.

Our Homeowners Advantage policy lets you choose the type of protection 
that best suits your needs, covering damage or loss to your home, detached 
structures and personal possessions; and financial losses for personal liability 
and medical payments to others.
You may also choose from two different levels of perils coverage: Broad Form 
and Special Form, to further customize your coverage.

Other insurance products available:
Businessowners • Personal and Business Auto • Commerical General Liability 

Umbrealla Liability • Country Estate • Farmowners

Life insurance, annuities and disability income products also available
thorugh Farm Family Life Insurance Company, Glenmont, NY.

Call me today to find out what we can do for you
or visit our Web Site at www.farmfamily.com

Farm
Family

Doug Immoor, Agent
362 Main Street • Jeffersonville, NY

845-482-5094 • Fax 845-482-5206
Licensed in NY and PA

Casualty Insurance Company
Gelnmont, New York

®

SPARROWBUSH, NY $145,000
This charming two story home has been 
renovated with new floor coverings, interior 
paint, to this Delaware River National 
Recreation area. Near NYC commuter 
trains.

FORESTBURGH, NY $1,200,000
Large beautiful property close to Deerpark. 

Minutes from shopping and commute, yet 

completely private. 67 subdividable acres. 

Over 1500 feet of road frontage and water 

frontage. Borders beautiful Rio Lake. Old 

farmhouse and barn on premises.

243 EAST MAIN STREET
PORT JERVIS, NY

1.800.796.3564
1.845.856.4492
www.erameloirealty.com

ERA Meloi Realty

SHOHOLA, PA  119,000
2 Bedroom, 2 Bath Double-wide with pond 
view on 1+ Acre in private community. 
Home is IMMACULATE! Master Bedroom 
with whirlpool tub and Cathedral ceiling 
in living room. Convenient to Milford, 
Barryville and Port Jervis.

SLATE HILL, NY $545,900
Turn Key operation, W/Soft Serve Ice 
Cream, seats 30, counter 8/10. Grille 
w/hood & fire ex sys, fryer, full kitchen 
triple sink, deli cooler, refrigerator, 
compressors, drink coolers, soda 
fountain, real estate included.
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SUPERIOR
BUILDING SUPPLY
"WWW.SUPBLDSUP.COM"

Residential Commercial

Shop Online at 

www.supbldsup.com

OurOur NameName Says It All!
Says It All!

FABRAL

“CONTRACTOR”
REFERRAL
FOR ALL

PROJECTS
STORE HOURS

7:30 am-5:00 pm Mon.-Fri.
8 am-1 pm Saturday

FREE DELIVERY

845-985-7693
Rt. 55 Mutton Hill Road

Neversink, NY

SUPER SEAL VINYL
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
Custom made-for easy, snug fit!
Call now for maximum SAVINGS!

Get The Strength &
Security of Steel

• Premium steel doors feature a

tough semi-gloss white finish

• Virtually maintenance free

• Revolutionary B15 door lite frame
never needs painting and can withstand a
storm door, sun exposure and dark-colored

paints without cracking or warping

NO MORE
PAINTING BLUES!

You can forget about the back-

breaking scraping, sanding and 

expensive painting required to 

maintain your home’s exterior with

quality siding products from Alside.

Premium Vinyl Siding & SoffitTM are

available in a variety of designs and

colors to give you the look you’ve 

always wanted for your home. Alside

products are covered by a Lifetime

Limited Warranty.

Carefree Quality
Vinyl Decking!

Now there’s a real alternative 
available. Our Carefree Decking 
SystemTM, made of recycled plastic,
is the maintenance-free material of
choice for homeowners.

Grandrib 3®
• 29 ga. industrial quality full hard steel
• Standard galvanized coating
• 15 Super Alurite® 25 colors

Leader In
Metal

Roofing
Technology

• 30 year limited paint 
warranty
• Traditional time tested
profile
• Full 36” coverage
• 3/4” high reinforced ribs
at 9” centers
• Specially designed 3/8 
nailing crown on each rib
• Anti-siphoning sidelap 
design for excellent weath-
er-tightness
• All orders custom cut to
lengths up to 40 ft.

Best
Do it

Visit our new        
  Center

Series 100  Series 1700  Series 1100 Yes! you can
install energy

$ savings
3 choices

good, better,
BEST!
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Paints
Interior paints are sold in various formulations: oil-, alkyd- or 

latex-based.
Flat paints usually have an alkyd base that thins with turpen-

tine or mineral spirits, or a latex base that thins with water. 
Alkyd ß at paints hide better with one coat than will comparable 

latex ß ats, but brushes and other tools must be washed with tur-
pentine or a similar solvent.

Latex paints seldom require a primer. Compared to oil-based 
paints, the advantages of latex paints are:

� Less odor
� Water cleanup
� Nonß ammable
� Rapid drying
� Easy touchup
� Easy application
� No yellowing
� Less likely to crack and peel
Oil-based paints consist of a pigment in a vehicle made up of 

resins and thinners. When thinners evaporate, the resins form a 
hard coating while the pigment forms the color.

Major advantages of oil-based paint are:
� Better penetration of the surface
� Better adhesion
� Better durability
� Smoother Þ nish with fewer brush or roller marks
The disadvantages of oil-based paints include odor, cleanup 

with solvents or thinners and longer drying time.

Put on a new coat

Marcia interrupted her edging and feathering for this photo op.

TRR photos by Pat Carullo
Marcia Nehemiah chose the color for her study because of its calming affect.

Nowadays, you can purchase a 
myriad of applicators to help make 
the paint job neat and easy: edgers, 
gizmos that help paint in corners, 
two-inch rollers for ledges or sills, 
devices to place between the window 
and the trim so that you don�t get 
paint on the window.

You must have one or more drop 
cloths depending on the size of the 
room you will paint. I use old sheets 
for drop cloths.

Getting down to business
� Remove electric plates. Place all 

screws in a plastic bag to prevent 
loss.

� Use removable (usually blue) 
�safety� masking tape around mold-
ings, doors and windows.

� Sand or scrape loose and ß aky 
paint with sandpaper and paint 
scrapers, exposing bare surfaces if 

necessary.
� Using a putty knife, Þ ll all nail 

and screw holes with spackling com-
pound; Þ ll cracks with caulk.

� Dust and vacuum the walls if 
you are applying paint over exist-
ing paint. In the kitchen, use a triso-
dium-phosphate (or TSP) solution to 
remove grease and grime.

� Remove small items from the 
room and move large pieces of furni-
ture to the center. Protect everything 
with drop cloths.

� Make sure to aim strong lights 
wherever you are working.

� Good ventilation is essential. 
Open lots of windows and doors.

� Wear old clothes and a hat, 
especially if you are using oil-based 
paints.

� Have plenty of rags handy to 
catch drips. Wet latex paint drips on 
a smooth surface can be wiped away 
with a damp rag.

Continued on page 23

N
By MARCIA NEHEMIAH

Nothing changes or 
refreshes a room like a coat of paint. 
Whether you are painting a room for 
the Þ rst time or renewing it, the basis 
for any decorating scheme is the 
paint you choose for your walls.

Choosing paint
Color and Þ nish are two important 

considerations when it comes to 
choosing paint.

Don�t be afraid to try bright 
colors. Rather than playing it safe 
with beige and white, experiment 
by buying a quart of paint in a bold 
color and painting a section of a wall 
(with two coats).

Live with the color for a few days, 
looking at it in different light. You 
might consider painting one wall 
of a room a different color from the 
others. Some hardware and paint 
stores have pamphlets of paint chips 
grouped in complementary shades 
to help you make decisions.

Paint comes in four different Þ n-
ishes, from ß at (no shine) to high 
gloss. I prefer satin for walls, which 
is recommended for high trafÞ c 
areas like children�s rooms, bath-
rooms and kitchens because it is 
easily washable and more durable 
than eggshell Þ nish. I like it because 
of its sheen.

Trim is painted in high gloss or 
semi-gloss paint, usually in a color 
that complements the walls.

Last, you need to decide if you 
want to use latex or oil-based paint 
(see sidebar). I use latex simply 
because it is the easiest to clean up.

Supplies
Of course you need brushes and 

rollers to apply the paint. I have an 
array of synthetic and natural bristle 
brushes for edging and woodwork 
and foam brushes for touch up. Buy 
a sturdy roller tray rather than a 
disposable one. Disposable trays are 
ß imsy and hard to maneuver when 
they are full.
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HONESDALE OFFICE 570-253-4191     800-278-3424  
251 WILLOW AVE, HONESDALE, PA  18431  Email: chanthon@ptd.net

Celebrating 40 years of...EXPERIENCE • KNOWLEDGE • DEDICATION • SERVICE • PROVEN RESULTS 

LAKEFRONT HIDEAWAY
METICULOUSLY KEPT

Very attractive 3 BR, 2 BA rambling rancher
nestled on level landscaped parcel w/ 90 ft
frontage on unspoiled natural lake. Features
bright & airy living area, country kitchen, din-
ing area, covered porch plus two docks on the
water. (18149)                                $209,900

COUNTRY CLASSIC
10 ACRES - POND - BARN

Spacious 3 BR, 2 BA colonial home set on
9.96 parcel overlooking its own spring fed
pond.  Features huge LR w/stone frplc, formal
DR, spacious country kitchen w/applncs, bil-
lard room, office, plus a great barn for the toys
& animals.                                     $200,000.

CLASSIC COUNTRY RETREAT
BEAUTIFUL 4 ACRE SETTING

Perfect 4 BR, 2 1/2 BA country getaway w/ old world
character & charm throughout. Nestled on 4 acre
landscaped parcel w/ det. 4 car garage & studio loft.
This immaculate home offers LR w/stone FP, family
room w/stone FP,  country kitchen w/luxury applncs,
pegged HDWD floors, sun room, plus helicopter pad
& much more!  (19075)                            $249,000.

TOWN & COUNTRY HOME
BEAUTIFUL GROUNDS

Spacious 4 BR, 2 BA maintenance free home w/
great 1 BR apartment, set on 2.75 acre profession-
ally landscaped parcel on the outskirts of
Honesdale.  Offers bright& airy living area, country
kitchen, covered porch, full basement, oversize
garage and more. A must see! (18618)       $359,000

116 ACRE COUNTRY ESTATE
PANORAMIC VIEWS

Stately 4,500 sqft custom country tudor (shel-
lonly) w/ 400 amp electric, radiant heat, drilled
well & septic system.  Designed for 4 BRS, 3
BAS, huge great room, 3 car garage and
more.  Needs finishing!  (19015)       $699,000.

PRIVATE LAKE HOME
400 ACRE PRESERVE

Spacious 3 BR, 2 BA bright & airy home nestled on
natural landscaped parcel adjoining preserve w/
easy access to lake, clubhouse & walking trails.
Feat. LR w/frplc, oak hrdwd flrs, office, country
kitchen w/applns, oversize 2 car garage, screen
porch and more. (19061)                          $179,500.

HONESDALE
VILLAGE HOME

Well maintained 3 BR rancher set on 1.12 acre
parcel only minutes from town w/ 3 car garage.
Offers bright & airy LR, eat in country kitchen,
family room, fireplace, expansive deck and
much more. (18535)                            $159,900.

CHARMING LOG HOME
PRIVATE 3.2 AC SETTING

Beautifully constructed 3 BR, 2 BA northern log
home set on picturesque 3 acre parcel on lovely
quiet country road.  Highlights include bright & airy
rooms throughout, living area w/ woodstove, tongue
& groove walls, full basement, large screen porch,
deck and more. (19026)                           $175,000.

PICTURESQUE FARMETTE
6 ACRES - BARNS - VIEWS

Charming 4 BR Pa. farmhouse w/ many recent
improvements nestled on choice parcel w/ fenced
paddocks, two barns w/water & heat, ideal for hors-
es.  Features bright & airy rooms, country kitchen,
spacious loft, oil heat and more. 
(18670)                                                  $199,877.
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MAJOR APPLIANCES • LUMBER • PLUMBINGELECTRICAL • RENTALS & MORE

®

“As always, free delivery and great service”
Kitchens • Major Appliances

Benjamin Moore Paints • Rental Equipment

Quality Building Materials • Lawn & Garden Supplies

Route 6 & 209 • Milford, PA

570-296-7012 • Fax 570-296-5791

Profile
TM

You�re Þ nally ready to 
paint 

Use a stain-blocking primer to 
cover any dark marks you can�t 
remove (stains, knots, ink, dark 
paint); otherwise, that area will 
bleed through. Always use primer 
on patched and unpainted sur-
faces; raw surfaces suck up paint 
like a sponge.

Paint a room from top to bottom, 
starting with the ceiling, then the 
walls, and Þ nally the trim. Start by 
edging where the ceiling meets the 
wall and vice versa. Then Þ ll in the 
corners and edge around the win-
dows and doors, wherever a paint 
roller won�t Þ t. Feather (thin out) 
all edges as you go; this will also 
help reduce ridges.

Pour a small amount of paint 
into the roller pan. My father 
taught me to make Þ ve or six nail 
holes around the rim of the paint 
can; that way, when you pour the 
paint, it drips back into the can 
rather than down the sides.

Roll out paint in the form of a 
W about three feet wide and then 
Þ ll it in, ending with up and down 
strokes of your roller.

Two coats will be essential 
to get the true color. Apply the 
second coat after the Þ rst coat is 
thoroughly dry. Follow the drying 
time on the back of the paint can.

Put on a new coat
Continued from page 25

Clean up
If you use anything other than 

water-based latex paint, never put 
paint-soaked or cleaner-soaked tools 
or rags in an enclosed area of any 
kind, even a trashcan with a lid. This 
is a recipe for spontaneous combus-
tion.

Paint can be highly toxic to the 
environment. It harms Þ sh and wild-
life and contaminates the food chain 
if poured down a storm drain. It can 

also pollute groundwater if dumped 
on the ground. Pouring excess paint 
down the drain disrupts microbes 
and causes sewage treatment to be 
less effective and more costly. If 
thrown into the trash, it can contami-
nate other recyclable materials, thus 
wasting valuable resources. 

In some states, it is illegal to dis-
pose of paint in the trash or down 
storm drains or sewer drains. Check 

with your state�s environmental pro-
tection agency.

To clean latex paints, soak used 
brushes and rollers in a pail of soapy 
water. Then rinse them thoroughly 
until all the paint is gone. The Þ rst 
two rinses of applicators must be 
collected and treated as hazardous 
waste. Shake out excess water on the 
brushes, dry them with an old towel 
and hang to completely dry.

Shopping list
Primer

Paint rollers
Paint roller pans

Light-grit sandpaper
Ladders

Paintbrushes
Household rags

Drop cloths
Interior paints

Using a special foam applicator helps apply an adequate paint coverage where the walls meet.

JMR Construction
New Homes • Custom Renovations • Decks • Siding

Fully Insured

570-559-7935
Joe Riccardi

Shohola, PA

INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

AMERICAN ELECTRIC, LLC
Serving Sullivan County

FULLY INSURED

Sull. Co. License # 273 • NJ State Lic. # 12380

Bucket Truck Available

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
M. Popolillo

845-932-8111 • 845-583-1015
Lake Huntington, NY

www.americanelectriconline.com

FRANK SMITH & SONS
Established Since 1961

WELL DRILLING

PUMPS & WATER SYSTEMS

SERVICE & REPAIR

Rotary Driller and/or 
Pounder Driller

130 Matt Smith Road • Cochecton, NY 12726

845-252-6642 • Fax: 252-3810

SERVING THE TRI-STATE AREA

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED
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McKean Real Estate
Serving New York & Pennsylvania

Lake Front Homes • Country Homes

Residential & Commercial

Farms• Acreage

Leaders in Waterfront Property

www.mckeanrealestate.com

845-557-8338
Barryville, NY

MIKE PREIS, INC.
INSURANCE AGENCY
Insuring people & property since 1925

AUTO • HOME • BUSINESS • LIFE

Your home insurance source

Specializing in insurance for

SEASONAL • SECONDARY • PRIMARY HOMES

Call one of our licensed, professionals 
agents for advice you can trust

Jeffersonville
845-482-5510

Callicoon
845-887-4210

Narrowsburg
845-252-3953

Monticello
845-794-4500

Roscoe
607-498-4301

Offering different coverage possibilities 

for homeowner’s insurance

We support growth

D.R. BLUHM
INSURANCE AGENCY

871 Main Street • Honesdale, PA

570-253-0191

• Wide selection of              brand units, the 

most dependable and energy-effi cient central air 

conditioners

• Agway Energy Products also carries a wide 

selection of portable air conditioners

• Agway Energy Products recommends all models of 

   oil furnaces

• Installation of new, high-effi ciency unit can help reduce your 

heating costs as much as 40%

Improve your life with Equipment from Agway

Suburban Propane
Joining together to better serve your needs.

2 5 8 2  S TAT E  R O U T E  5 2 ,  L I B E R T Y,  N Y

8 4 5 - 2 9 2 - 5 9 0 0  •  8 4 5 - 2 9 2 - 8 4 1 1  •  F a x  8 4 5 - 2 9 2 - 5 2 1 1
www.agwayenergy.com

Carrier 13

SEER Puron - 38TXA

Comfort 80 - Model 58CMA

• Fuel Oil
• Kerosene
• Budget Plans
• Burner Service

• Heating 
 Systems
• Plumbing
• Price Cap Plan

OFFICE RT 52 YOUNGSVILLE

845/482-4792

rrs TM

F
IG

HT BACK

High
energy
prices

Made in
the USA

The perfect

all-around heat source—

renewable fuel, clean, safe, quiet.

Heat your home, hot water, 

garage, pool, hot tub.

See it work—call today.

Complete installation available.

Todd Klikus 570.729.7558

SENTRY-PRO
EMERGENCY POWER SYSTEM

The storm is on...
The utility power is gone...

But you’re still on – 

with your own power system: SENTRY-PRO

Winter ice storms, hurricanes and now, overloaded 

utility grids result in a loss of electrical power.

Install your own power plant and be independent of the utility grid.

Call today for your personal home electric survey and our SENTRY-PRO quote.

FINANCING AVAILABLE • ON SITE SERVICE

WURTSBORO HARDWARE
77 Sullivan Street • Wurtsboro, NY • 845-888-2001

BWR
Bunnell Waste Removal

roll-off containers for
weekly rentals or permanent sites

we also do any type of clean-ups, yard, 
land or building and one-time pickups

570-253-5082 • 888-588-5082
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Roses are worth the effort

TRR photos by David Hulse
Heritage is an �old-fashioned� styled hybrid.

the bush, a spot that only got a few 
hours of morning sun, and by the 
fact that the plant�s glossy green 
canes were pretty much dried out 
under all that wax, having sprouted 
and lost most of its new buds before 
I bought it.

Books and magazines then pro-
vided a good deal of information 
about cultivation. Roses need lots of 
sun, water, fertilizer and air circula-
tion.

The single most important part of 
starting a rose garden is selecting 
the site. You need to have a place 
that gets at least a half-day of sun, is 
well drained, and is open to summer 
breezes but not overwhelmed by 
winter winds.

Roses are subject to variety of 
insect and animal pests. Their 
blooms, leaves, stems, and juices are 
on the preferred menu for almost 
every pest nature provides, so don�t 
pick a place that provides comfort-
able cover for wildlife. If you live in 
the forest, you will need fencing.

Roses are heavy feeders which do 
better separated from other plant-
ings. They will tolerate nearby trees 
and some shade, but good air circu-
lation is vital as roses are also sub-
ject to a variety of plant diseases that 
multiply in stale, damp air.

Plan for winter protection, too. 
Extended zero-degree weather and 
wind will kill unprotected hybrid 
roses. Pick a garden site that has 

some windbreak on the northern 
and western sides and be prepared 
to provide some winter insulation 
for your hybrid roses.

Next, you need to decide what kind 
of roses you want to grow. There are 
many kinds, but we�re talking about 
hybrids, which include:

� hybrid tea roses, the classical 
long-stemmed varieties that usually 
grow two to three feet in height.

� ß oribundas, which are usually 
lower growing and provide more 
blooms on shorter stems.

� grandiß oras, which as the name 
implies, are taller and more vigorous 
variations of hybrid teas.

� miniatures, which do well in box 
and pot plantings.

There are also climbing hybrid 
tea roses, but they are a problem 
locally as they ß ower on canes from 
the previous year, and it is difÞ cult 
to protect those canes from winter 
weather.

In these parts, hardier shrub roses, 
which are often used for landscaping 
and hedges, are often used where 
more tender climbers won�t survive.

The safest and easiest way to 
buy roses is to buy plants in either 
disposable or plantable pots. Bare 
rooted roses are cheaper and often 

Continued on page 27

G
By DAVID HULSE

Growing roses is at once 
one of the most rewarding and frus-
trating things you can do in your 
yard.

The �Queen of Flowers� can 
delight you if you tend to its year-
round demands, or it can abandon 
you in a New York minute if you 
don�t.

On a dreary, early spring day about 
37 years ago, a photograph of a beau-
tiful, yellow, bi-color hybrid tea rose 
on a cardboard box in a supermarket 
caught my eye. In the box was a dor-
mant rose bush, whose glossy green 
canes were guaranteed to �bloom 
this season.�

To make a long story short, it did 
bloom that season�once, and then 
it died.

I might have gone about my busi-
ness at that point, chalking up the 
effort to experience, but that didn�t 
work for me for a couple of reasons.

First, my dad, who loved to grow 
annual ß owers, zinnias to be speciÞ c, 
too quickly laughed off my amateur-
ish effort.

�You can�t grow roses here,� he 
said with a dismissive wave of his 
hand.

That pretty much was a catalyst 
for the second reason, which is that I 
am admittedly stubborn by nature.

Dad�s dismissal prompted me to 
do some research. I found that my 
Þ rst effort was probably doomed 
by the location where I�d planted 

Continuous Service Since 1930

FRITZ BROS., INC.
WELL DRILLING • WATER SYSTEMS

PIPES AND FITTINGS
SALES & SERVICE

570-253-2660
Fax 570-253-4788

Cliff Street & Route 6 • Honesdale, PA
 I N  YO U R  OW N  BAC K  YA R D

845-482-4646 • Youngsville, NY

CUSTOM IN-GROUND BUILT POOLS

VINYL LINER SPECIALISTS

HEATERS, PUMPS & FILTERS

RENOVATIONS

OPENINGS & CLOSINGS

WEEKLY MAINTENANCE

SARATOGA SPAS

ABOVE-GROUND POOLS AND SUPPLIES

INC.

Rent-A-Dumpster
Now is the time to clean out that attic, basement, garage or homesite!

Dumpsters are also great for that remodeling job or building project.

CALL Our Friendly Customer Service Today

Full-Service Waste Removal Company
• Commercial • Residential • Industrial • Recycling Services

BEACH L AKE TRANSFER
A Waste Management Company

e 1-800-225-5930 y

10-30 
Cubic Yards

2004 POLARIS ATP
AVAILABLE IN 330 AND 500

Stop in & See us for
SPECIAL PRICING

All NewAll NewAll New

See your dealer for complete details. Warning: ATVs can be hazardous to operate. ATVs with engine sizes larger than 90cc may not be ridden by anyone under 16 years 
of age. ATVs with 89cc enginges may not be ridden by anyone under 12 years of age. ATVs with 49cc engines may not be ridden by anyone under 6 years of age. Always 
wear a helmet and be sure to take a training course. For safety and training information, see your Polaris dealer or call 1-800-342-3764. ©2003 Polaris Sales Inc.

B&B SERVICE CENTER
SNOWMOBILES - ATVs - ACCESSORIES

Sales • Parts • Service
BRUCE J. PAPA

845-985-2636
1355 County Road #19 • Claryville, NY

AUTHORIRIZED 
DEALER

LOW FINANCING
AVAILABLE
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GROW
Helping Sullivan

Since 1913
When you’re ready to look for 

fi nancing, see us fi rst. Unlike most other 

banks and mortgage companies, The 

First National Bank of Jeffersonville 

offers fi nancing on:

• Mobile Homes

• Second Homes

• Business Properties

• Restoration Projects

• Small or Large Parcels

• Hobby Farms

We know you’ll be happy with our low 

closing costs, our competititve rates 

and our friendly, helpful staff. We pride 

ourselves on originating and servicing 

all our loans from the day you come in 

to fi ll out the application till the day you 

make the last payment.

Whether you’re looking to fi nance your 

fi rst new home, a vacation getaway or 

to open a new business, see us fi rst.

www.jeffbank.com

Jeffersonville 845-482-4000

Eldred 845-557-8513

Liberty 845-292-6300

Loch Sheldrake 845-434-1180

Monticello 845-791-4000

Livingston Manor 845-439-8123

Narrowsburg 845-252-6570

Callicoon 845-887-4866

Wurtsboro 845-888-5890

Wal�Mart/Monticello 845-794-3988

24 HOUR ATMs IN ALL TEN LOCATIONS
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You don�t need a really big space for a rose garden.

good quality but require more care 
in planting.

Good potted roses vary in price 
from about $8 to $25 each, depend-
ing on the quality and the mer-
chant�s volume. When you select 
them, always look for robust look-
ing plants with three or four heavy 
canes. These are usually graded as 
�number one quality.� Plants with 
lighter canes will often do well but 
may take several seasons to produce 
with the same vigor.

Look for plants that are on our 
seasonal schedule. In the early 
spring, they should still look largely 
dormant, perhaps with red or yellow 
buds swelling on the green canes. 
Plants that have dead or dried new 
growth have expended a lot of their 
strength. Later in the season, you can 
buy plants that are leafed-out, but 
they require more care in planting.

Follow the directions on the pack-
age when you plant. Dig a hole 
slightly larger and deeper than the 
pot, and if it�s a removable pot, take 
care to disturb the roots as little 
as possible when you remove the 
plant.

When you plant, make sure the 
bud union, the knob at the end of 
the rootstock, is several inches below 
ground for frost protection. New 
plantings need thorough watering 
and daily watering until the plant is 
established. After that, water thor-
oughly once or twice a week in dry 

Roses are worth the effort
Continued from page 25

weather. Water in the morning if 
possible and at the soil level as wet 
leaves can quickly develop disease.

In my garden, the primary nem-
esis is a fungus called black spot, 
which prompts the plants� glossy 
green leaves to develop black spots 
and fall. The fungus appears with 
over-watering or prolonged damp or 
rainy weather. It spreads like wild-
Þ re and can defoliate a rose garden 
in a matter of weeks.

Many products promise to �con-
trol� black spot, but I have not found 
one that truly does. The best advice 
is to use a preventative fungicide/
insecticide spray (there are effec-
tive environmentally friendly ones 
available) regularly and remove any 
infected leaves you Þ nd.

There are many choices for fertiliz-
ing, from fresh manure to processed 
fertilizer. My choice is a good water-
soluble mix designed for roses. 
Several good ones are available at 
any good garden store. These often 
have garden hose applicators, but I 
prefer the old garden sprinkler can 
with the sprinkler head removed. 
This provides the most precision in 
the application.

For more help, the American Rose 
Society and other sites on the Inter-
net provide advice and suggestions. 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Sullivan County can also put you in 
touch with a local Master Gardener, 
who can help with questions.

Christian Dior is one my favorite red hybrid tea roses.

ROOFING SPECIALIST
SHINGLED, RUBBER, METAL

STRAIT LINE
ADDITIONS • RENOVATIONS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Honest • Dependable • Prompt Service • 24 Hour Service

Most Estimates in 48 Hours 
Highest Quality at the Lowest Prices

We’re Not Just Roofing & Siding

SPECIALISTS IN ROOFING
& SIDING CONSTRUCTION

As featured in Homes & Gardens
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

1-888-280-SIDE (7433) TOLL FREE
1-866-702-ROOF (7663) TOLL FREE

Serving
Sullivan County

NY
845-583-0247

CUSTOM HORSE BARNS & FACILITIES
FROM HORSE PEOPLE

POLE BARNS

CUSTOM DECKS

INSURED

CUSTOM HORSE BARNS & FACILITIESCUSTOM HORSE BARNS & FACILITIES
FROM HORSE PEOPLEFROM HORSE PEOPLE

POLE BARNSPOLE BARNS

CUSTOM DECKSCUSTOM DECKS

INSUREDINSURED

Lanza Realty

845-888-5221
E-mail:c21lanza@aol.com

Melissa Lanza, CRS • Broker/Owner

177 SULLIVAN STREET, WURTSBORO, NY 12790

Quality Service Award Winning Offi ce 1999-2002

BUYING • SELLING • RELOCATING • INVESTING

WEEKEND GETAWAY

Looking for the perfect little 

retreat? This is your lucky day! 

This 3BR cottage is waiting for 

you! Situated on a corner lot in a 

mountain community, just a short 

hop from Route 17. Call today for 

details. $59,900.

PEACEFUL & SERENE

Well maintained mobile home 

set on full, landscaped acre. 

Surrounded by state land, with 

the Bashakill Preserve as your 

backyard! Home offers 2 BR, EIK 

and addition used as family room 

with woodstove. If peace & quiet 

are what you’re looking for, look 

no further! $129,000.

COMMUTER FRIENDLY

Come see this 2 BR mobile 

set on 1.35 acres. You won’t 

be disappointed by the private 

setting, large master bedroom, 

large LR or the large screened 

porch. Very affordable, close 

to major commuter route, 

Wurtsboro. $129,000.

WHY RENT?

When you can own this nicely 

renovated ranch home set on 

manicured corner lot. Offers 

open style LR/DR/KIT with sliders 

to deck, covered rear patio and 

mature fruit trees. Pine Bush 

Schools, affordably priced at 

$145,000.

PERCHED ON THE 

FALLS!

Unique home in pristine, natural 

setting. Set on 11+ acres above a 

peaceful water fall, this property 

offers great views & privacy . 

Features one BR with loft style 2nd 

BR, fi replace and enclosed porch. 

Very rustic, yet very charming! 

$179,900.

LAKEFRONT 

CONTEMPORARY

Fabulous Masten Lake lakefront 

home! Features great waterview 

from house, dock, stone fi replace, 

vaulted ceilings, wood fl oors, lots 

of glass! Interior boasts spiral 

staircase to loft bedroom, MBR 

w/full bath & DR/LR combo for 

open air feeling. Home totally 

renovated in 2003. $475,000.

Real Estate for Your World®
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Feed the Dream.

It’s all
about the team.

Ross ElectricRoss Electric

McKean Real Estate McKean Real Estate 
BarryvilleBarryville

Gene’s Gene’s 
FlooringFlooring

The First The First 
National Bank of National Bank of 

JeffersonvilleJeffersonville

Wagner Wagner 
MasonryMasonry

Jim Jim 
Hughson Hughson 

ExcavatingExcavating

RJ Electric RJ Electric 
and and 

PlumbingPlumbing

Fulton Fulton 
SurveyingSurveying

Kinney Kinney 
ContractingContracting

www.thecatskillfarms.com                  845-932-7972

Farm House Design Farm House Design 
& Construction& Construction
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